

















The Chinese community in Peru

The arrival of new Chinese in Peru

These figures reflect only the Chinese population in Peru but do nort tell us anything about
how many had armived recently. To evaluate the importance of the fow of Chinese entering the
country we must consider how many of those living in Peru in 2007 were residing abroad tive
years earlier. The same question was asked m the 1993 census so as to compare the evolution of
the How over a penod of equal duration.

According to the 1993 census, 1,487 Chinese nationals (40% ot the toral identitied) were not
living in Peru before 1988, The 2007 census indicates thar 301 individuals bom in China and
living in Peru were still living in China in 2002 (23% of all individuals born in China recorded
in 2007). This would indicate that the flow ot new migrants would have slowed considerably
berween 1993 and 2007, which again is unlikely.?’

Indeed, official data from the DIGEMIN on migration flows (inflows and outflows) of
individuals bom in China or with Chinese citizenship can paint another picture (see Table
23.1). By combining the net Hows dunng the period 2002-7 we can reconstruct the five years
of cumulative flow in the 2007 census. Considering therefore the net cumulative inflows and
outflows of individuals born in China it appears that the net migration How is 3,726 people, well
above the 801 persons recorded at the time of the census in 2007, One important weakness of
this source is that it counts anonymous entries and exits instead of individuals. One individual
may be counted several times if he or she enters and exits the country several rimes.

This demographic imbalance as the figures show will have an important impact on the evolu-
tion of the community between 1970 and 1980, These figures illustrate the ongoing crisis of the
Chinese community (cf. Lausent-Herrera 2009b), whose institutional authorites are stll Chi-
nese born in China but the population is composed of many children of Chinese, Tusan and
Peruvian mixed-bloods, who are very active in the community's social life.

Despite the creation in 1961 by a group of young Tusans encouraged by the Chinese curacy,
of an association which represented them, relations between the Beneficencia China run by the
“real” Chinese and the generations brought up in Peru are not good. This incomprehension
pushed the Tusans to distance themselves from the associations led by the Beneficencia and ro
form their own associations, such as the Peruvian-Chinese Cultural Center (Centro Cultural Perniano-
Chine). We then see a rupture both social and spatial insofar as the educated generation, aged

Table 23,1 Official (DIGEMIN) migration Aows: individuals holding Chinese nationality

Entries Exils Net
balance
Males Females Total Males Females Total
2001 2824 1025 3849 2753 1042 3795 54
2002 3861 1190 5051 3969 1228 5197 -146
2003 3935 1140 5075 3973 1256 5229 -154
2004 5522 1778 7300 5272 1579 6851 449
2005 5364 1682 7046 4689 1445 6134 912
2006 7041 2453 9494 5161 1631 6792 2702
2007 4976 1722 6698 5001 1734 6735 -37
2010 274 1506 4247 2721 1464 4185 62
2011 2081 1213 3294 2135 1252 3387 93
Total 2001-7 33523 10990 44513 30818 9915 40733 3780

* Figures refer to January to September
Source: DIGEMIN
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